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Plumbers Union Joins Salute to UH Community Colleges

usiness Manager Reggie Castanares will be among honored guests Nov. 14 when the 50th anniversary of the
Community College Act of 1964 will be celebrated at the Dole Cannery’s Pomaka’i Ballrooms. The legislation
officially integrated the community colleges with the University of Hawaii system.

The Plumbers & Fitters Local Union 675 contributed to the milestone event that
heralds a higher education program aimed at advancing the interests of both the working
and academic communities.

The celebration recalls an early effort in the business sector for a facility to provide
S training for a looming diversified work force. It was answered in 1920 when a trade
school opened in Kalihi’s Palama district.

It shortly was made part of McKinley High School, in its 55th year. The

John Morton, Vice President Department of Public Instruction decided later the trade institution should reclaim its
Community Colleges, UH former identity, following which it was renamed Honolulu Vocational School. But its

prep public school ties held on, at least nominally, fielding a basketball team in the then

junior interscholastic league of Honolulu.

The Palama locale, incidentally, was likely an intentional choice, given it was the
“heartland” for immigrant families, most with plantation ties, eager to start anew in
proximity of the promise of a jobs-laden downtown Honolulu.

i * By 1955 the 20-acre Dillingham Boulevard campus was given a new name, Hawaii
ok Technical School, before becoming part of the University of Hawaii, thanks to the
Erika Lacro, Chancellor Community College Act nine years later. In 1966 the Board of Regents approved the

Honolulu Community College name Honolulu Community College (HCC) authorizing it to grant Associate in Arts

and Associate in Science degrees.

The 1964 Act also resulted in the successive permanent emergence of a first-ever community college in Hilo, Wailuku, and
Lihue, a step long anticipated that would boost the economic underpinning for each Neighbor Island as well as expectation of
academic savings for their residents.

“The Palama campus after several transitions will by 2015 have provided 95 years of unparalleled trade education that has
benefited many island generations and businesses,” extolled Erika Lacro, HCC chancellor since July 2012.

John Morton, UH vice president for Community Colleges, noted emphatically: “The skilled trades are an essential
component of Hawaii’s workforce. We know current journey workers are retiring faster than the pace of apprentice entries.
With improving employment and benefit opportunities in the trades we're attracting students to both the apprenticeship
programs and the related trade programs in the community colleges, and trying also to smooth the pipeline from apprenticeship
to college programs. That provides pathways into supervisory and management jobs in the trades. The CCs can't do it alone
and must rely on the advice and support of the unions and employers.”

Added Castanares: “The trades appreciate the mutual respect and support enjoyed with the Community Colleges, a
partnership we feel is a unique relationship.”

In that respect, he acknowledged UH’s contribution by making available its CC facilities around the state for the trade
program’s apprenticeship classes. Active journeymen currently serving as after-work instructors are:

From Oahu, Nelson Akina Jr., Reynold Arakawa, Clyde Chinen, Ryan Kamae Ching, Richard Gordon, Derek Higa, Douglas
Kekona, Alward Kaopuiki, Dean Kobashigawa, Dean Luna, James Matsumura Jr., Wayne Murakami, Ronden Numasaki,
Raymond Park, James Quilinderino, Roberto Rellin, Thomas Sakata, George Sapla, Guy Tanodra, Russell Tomita, Gavin
Villafuerte, Andy Wallace, Donald Williams, Sheung Man Wong, Mark Yoshizu. Big Island: Reno Lau,

Scot Minemoto, Michael Sagert; Maui: Bradley Miyamoto, Christopher Ortogero, Michael Suzuki; Kauai: John Lopes Jr.,
Lee Nishimura.
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A/C Equipment Supplier Trains Installers at Iwilei Class
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Notes From the Benefits Administrator

Urgent care centers and retail/in-store clinics are
convenient options for non-emergency care when one is not able
to get an appointment with a regular physician. Non-emergency
conditions typically treated include:

Allergic reactions/Asthma bronchitis/Colds/Coughs/Flu/Sore
throat/Strep throat/Gastrointestinal problems/Gynecological
problems/High blood pres sure/Diabetes/Pediatric illness/Pink eye/
Rashes/Skin problems/Sinus/Ear infections/Urinary tract infections.

Nearby urgent care centers and in-store/retail clinics are found
online. Some websites: www.aaucm.org (Urgent Care Centers);
www.findurgentcare.com (Urgent Care Centers);
www.cvs.com/minuteclinic (In-Store/Rental Clinics-Longs/CVYS).

Immediately call 911 or go to an Emergency Room for medical
events capable of causing loss of life or limb. For example, chest
pain (thought to be a heart attack), abdominal pain (may be
appendicitis), signs of stroke, con-cussion, broken limb.

VSP ProTec Safety Eyewear

Protect eyes from work-related eye injuries!

Employees only are eligible to obtain ProTec safety eyewear with a
nominal copayment. For information, call VSP Customer Service,

1-800-877-7195.

Extension of $150 Pension Benefit Unit Value

The $150.00 Pension Benefit Unit Value was extended for Benefit Units
earned from Sept. 1, 2013 through Aug. 31, 2015.

A three-day series of factory training classes
in early August help Local 675 members
from five signatory companies become
familiar with new Variable Refrigerant Flow
(VRF) equipment donated by mainland-
based LG held at the Union’s Iwilei training
center. DMG Corporation’s Jake Gribbon
and Scott LaBeau represent LG locally

and had Critchfield Pacific install the
equipment. Shown at left is LG senior
training manager Courtney Gardner, who
also helped provide hands-on training.

Participants were from Air Engineering,
Alaka’i Mechanical, Heide & Cook, Oahu
AC, and Oahu Plumbing.

Industry Watchdogs
Report

he Union’s training program is
benefiting from the 2012 Uniform
Plumbing Code (UPC), thanks to its

pending adoption by the State Building Code
Council.

The current standard is the 2006 UPC, which
will change through the state’s administrative
rulemaking process prior to becoming the new
State model plumbing code.

What it means is the inclusion of water
conservation provisions will allow owners/
developers to implement “green” plumbing
practices. It will benefit both industry and
consumers since Hawaii’s sole source of potable
water comes from various aquifers on each
island, according to Plumbers Training Center
coordinator Harold McDermott and Gregg
Serikaku, PAMCA executive director.

Implementing the change in the training
curriculum ensures Local 675 members as the
state’s technically proficient and updated licensed
plumbers.

Regular industry oversight of the state
Procurement Task Force actions also ensures
the subcontractor listing law helps prevent “bid

shopping” by generals.
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Calendar of Events

Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2014
GENERAL ELECTION DAY

Tuesday, Nov. 11, 2014
VETERANS DAY - HOLIDAY

Thursday, Nov. 27, 2014
THANKSGIVING DAY - HOLIDAY

Wednesday, Dec. 3, 2014
MAUI CHRISTMAS DINNER
6:00 pm Sheraton Maui Resort

Thursday, Dec. 4, 2014
KAUAI CHRISTMAS DINNER
6:00 pm Kauai Beach Resort

Tuesday, Dec. 9, 2014
KONA CHRISTMAS DINNER
6:00 pm Sheraton Kona Resort/Spa

Wednesday, Dec. 10, 2014
HILO CHRISTMAS DINNER
6:00 pm Hilo Hawaiian Hotel

Saturday, Dec. 13, 2014
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP HOLIDAY MEETING
5:00 pm Hilton Hawaiian Village Coral Ill-V

Thursday, Dec. 25, 2014
CHRISTMAS DAY - HOLIDAY

Plumbers and Fitters
United Association
Local 675

1109 Bethel Street, Lower Level
Honolulu, HI 96813
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Retirees Break Mark With 2014 Food Donation

The Hawaii Food Bank commended the Local 675 Retirees Club in surpassing its
previous year’s donation by 53 pounds. Its donation this year scaled 244 pounds plus an

additional $10 in cash.

President Willy Kanno praised the membership’s generosity and announced also the

club will have a booth at the Local 675-PAMCAH benefits fair on Oct. 25.

New officers will be elected at the next meeting Nov. 11.
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Heartfelt sympathy and condolences
to the families of recently deceased:

Dudley A. Dias 05/02/14
Richard R. Ito 05/07/14
Roland I. Nobuji 04/09/14
Joseph V. Santos 08/12/14
Norman M. Tokuda 07/28/14
Toshiharu Yasuda 08/26/14

Four Join Pensioners

Newly retired approved for pension
benefits are:

Nicomedes K.V. Ganiron 08/01/14

Rodney T. Higashi 08/01/14
Leslie M. Makizuru 07/01/14
Jody K. Tamayose 07/01/14

YOUR PHONE
CONNECTIONS

Local 675 Office .......... 536-5454
1109 Bethel Street, Lower Level
Honolulu, HI 96813

Administrative Office .. 536-4408
1109 Bethel Street, Suite 403
Honolulu, HI 96813

Health & Welfare
Pension, Annuity
Vacation & Holiday

Training Workshop .... 456-0585
97-731B Kamehameha Hwy.
Pearl City, HI 96782

Credit Union .............. 537-9135
1109 Bethel Street, Lower Level
Honolulu, HI 96813

Call office promptly on adldress change.
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